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Both predict that Hispanic 
population will surpass the 
White population between 
2010 and 2015.  Both models 
predict that old population will 
grow slightly faster than the 
other age groups, and thus their 
share will rise in 2030.   The 
notable difference in this respect 
is that our model predicts the 
share of those 20 to 34 years 
of age will gradually decline 
over time.  This contributes to 
the expected gradual declines 
in the county’s general fertility 
rates, and partially accounts 
for the difference in our 
projections.  As discussed above, 
our lower estimates are also 
explained by a slightly different 
methodological approach.  For 
a more complete description of 
the California Department of 
Finance projections, please visit: 
http://www.dof.ca.gov/Research/
Research.php.
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2010 2020 2030 2010 2020 2030

0-19 225.7 280.5 331.3 267.7 360.0 445.2

20-39 205.0 245.9 274.2 197.3 273.8 345.9

40-59 175.9 202.8 232.2 171.1 177.9 216.5

60+ 105.3 156.8 210.0 105.4 153.4 197.6

Total 711.8 886.0 1,047.8 741.4 965.1 1,205.2

Hispanic 251.8 351.3 451.8 265.0 380.1 512.9

Non Hispanic 460.1 534.8 596.0 476.4 585.0 692.3

White 266.5 268.2 262.2 293.9 322.2 344.5

Asian 100.6 144.3 187.4 107.3 163.1 222.4

Black 62.6 87.2 106.2 51.3 71.4 92.1

Hawaiian / Pacific 
Islanders

2.5 3.4 4.3 2.1 2.4 2.8

American Indian / 
Alaska Native

3.5 3.4 3.2 4.8 6.4 7.5

Others 24.3 28.2 32.6 17.0 19.5 23.1

Total 711.8 886.0 1,047.8 741.4 965.1 1,205.2

Figure 12. San Joaquin County Population Projections Compared

Characteristics
Business Forecasting Center CA Department of Finance

By Age (thousands)

By Race (thousands)

Source: University of the Pacific, Business Forecasting Center

Appendix 2: Comparison to 
California Department of 
Finance Projections
Figures 11 and 12 compare our 
population projection with the 
projection released by the California 
Department of Finance in July of 
2007.  In general, our projection 
calls for a considerably more 
moderate growth of 1.9% annually 
through 2030, compared with 
2.4% growth estimated by the 
Department of Finance.  The state’s 
estimates predict nearly 80,000 
more residents in 2020, and exceed 
our 2030 projections by more than 

150,000 residents.  Even our  
high-rate migration scenario still 
calls for a slower annual growth 
of 2.1%.  Consequently, while 
our model predicts the county 
population reaches one million in 
2030, the other model predicts the 
milestone is already reached in 2025.

In terms of shift in the racial and 
age distributions, the two models 
predict the same trends: The White 
population will shrink, while 
the Hispanic, Asian, and Black 
populations will gradually rise.  

San Joaquin 
County will 
triple its 1970 
population  
in 2020
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San Joaquin County Teen 
Birth Rates
The “No Time for Complacency” 
report by California Public Health 
Institute found that the declining 
trend in teen birth rates stopped in 
2006 as teen birth rates rose in the 
U.S., California, and San Joaquin 
County.  The report documents 
how teen births are correlated with 
higher rates of negative health, social 
and economic 
outcomes for 
both teen 
mothers and 
their children.  
Given the 
relatively high 
share of teens 
and teen birth 
rates in San 
Joaquin County, 
these changing 
trends have 
disproportionate 
impact on the 
region.

Figure 13 shows the teen birth rate 
rose to 56.3 per 1,000 females age 
15-19 in 2006.  In 2006, nearly 
1,500 babies were born to teen 
mothers in San Joaquin County, an 
increase of about 200 from recent 
years.  Figure 14 shows that San 
Joaquin County birth rates exceed 
the neighboring counties.  Across the 

56.3

30.0

26.1

18.4

40.5

48.6

San Joaquin Alameda Contra Costa Calaveras Sacramento Stanislaus
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Figure 14. Teen Birth Rates
San Joaquin and the Surrounding Counties

Note: Teen Birth Rates are number of live births per 1,000 women age 15-19 years.

Source: "No Time for Complacency" report by California Public Health Institute.
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Figure 13. Teen Birth Rates in San Joaquin County and California

Note: Teen birth rates are number of live births per 1,000 women age 15 to 19 years.

Sources: Births data are from California Department of Public Health and population data are 
from the U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates
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state, San Joaquin County teen birth 
rates are tenth out of 58 counties 
as most areas in the Central and 
Southern Central Valley (including 
Kern, Fresno, and Merced), have rates 
exceeding 60.


