














By 2035, the
Hispanic
population will
grow by 92%
over today’s
population,
while the White
population will
decrease by 8%.

between 2010 and 2020, and 1.58%
between 2020 and 2030. Our
projected population growth rate for
San Joaquin County is roughly double
the pace of population growth the
U.S. Census Bureau projects for the
United States over these same periods.
The slow decline is primarily driven
by an aging population within San
Joaquin County that reduces the rate
of natural increase, as well as aging
outside San Joaquin County which
reduces the rate of in-migration. The
aging effect is partially offset by an
increase in average birth rates as the
County’s population becomes more

Hispanic and Asian, and less White.

Table 2 presents the age and

racial components of our baseline
population projection. The proportion
of the population between the ages

of 20 and 39 will fall from 27.7%

to just over 25% of the population

— the population will grow by
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Table 2. Summary of San Joaquin County Baseline Population Projection,
2010-2035

-19 219.0
0-39 188.8

-59 169.7
104.1
Total 681.6
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Hispanic 2455
Non Hispanic 436.1
White 254.9
Asian 93.6
Hawaiian / Pacific Islanders 2.3
Black 58.2
American Indian / Alaska Native 3.3
Others 23.7
Total 681.6

By Race (thousands)

By Age (thousands)

233.6 258.8 2811 3042 324.6
202.8 2154 230.6 243.1 252.2
177.1 1829 189.1 2005 216.2
118.4 1463 1716 191.7 207.2
732.0 803.3 8724 939.5 1000.2
283.7 328.6 3752 4239 4716
448.3 47477 497.2 5156 528.7
247.1 249.0 2481 2440 236.2
106.8 123.2 1394 1553 1715
2.6 2.9 3.2 3.5 3.7
62.2 66.5 70.0 72.6 73.8
3.2 3.2 3.1 3.0 2.9
26.4 29.9 33.5 37.1 40.6
732.0 803.3 8724 939.5 1000.2

Source: Business Forecasting Center, Population Projection Project

33.6% or 63,400 people by 2035.
Comparatively, the population of

the population is over age 60. The
youngest age group, those 19 and
under, will grow by 48% to 324,600
up from 219,000 today, accounting
for 32.5% of the population in 2035;
those under 19 account for 32.1% of
the population today. San Joaquin
County’s total population will grow

by 318,600 people by 2035 — the

will grow by 226,000 — a 92%
increase over today’s population,
accounting for 71% of the total

population growth over the next 25
years. Additionally, by 2035, 47% of
the San Joaquin County population
is projected to be Hispanic, while
the share of the White population
will fall from 37.4% today to only
23.6% in 2035. Further, the White
population will experience negative
growth — the population is projected
to fall by 8%, or 18,700 people,

over the next 25 years. Most of the

decrease in the White population

will come in the form of out-

migration rather than changes in

natural increase (births and deaths);

much of the growth in the Hispanic

population will come from in-

migration. The Asian population will

also grow quickly over the next 25
years, increasing 83.2%, or by 78,000
people, and will account for 17.1% of

the population, up from 13.7% today.

Similar to the White population,

the proportion of the population
who are Black will fall from 8.5% to




Average annual population
growth is predicted to be 1.84%
between 2000 and 2010, 1.66%
between 2010 and 2020, and
1.58% between 2020 and 2030.

74% by 2035, but unlike the White
population, the Black population is
expected to grow by about 27% over
the next 25 years.

These changes represent significant
shifts in the demographics of San
Joaquin County — the working-age
population (those 20-59) will grow
much more slowly than either the
youngest or oldest groups - their share
of the total population will fall from
53% to 47% by 2035 mirroring a
national shift. Over the next 25 years,
the median San Joaquin County
person will change from a 31 year-

old White female to a 36 year-old
Hispanic male. These changes will
lead to gradually declining natural
population growth and will put
pressure on government as the tax
base shrinks and those qualifying for
social insurance programs increase.

Conclusion

San Joaquin County will continue
to see brisk population growth
over the next 25 years, even in the
face of an aging demographic. The
White population will continue

to diminish as more of the young
adult age groups continue to migrate
out of the County and the 20-39
population falls. Much of this loss,
however, will be mitigated by higher
rates of natural increase among the
Hispanic and Asian population. The
Hispanic and Asian populations are
the fastest growing ethnic groups

in San Joaquin County, accounting
for 304,000 of the 318,600 person
population increase expected over the
next 25 years. San Joaquin County
will remain remarkably diverse as
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the White population is projected

to remain substantial and the fast-
growing Hispanic population will still
fall short of a majority of the County’s
population in 2035.

This is our last population forecast
update before the results of the 2010
Census are available. It has been a
decade of dramatic change in the
County, and the detailed data from
the Census will play a crucial role in
revising these models and provide a
solid foundation for planning efforts

in the coming years.
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Census or DOF: Who is Correct?

Since the 2000 Census, a large gap
has formed between the annual
population estimates from the U.S.
Census Bureau and the official state
estimates overseen by the California
Department of Finance (DOF). Both
agencies use the 2000 Census as a
baseline, but DOF’s 38.5 million
estimate of California’s population is
1.5 million people higher than Census’
estimate of 37 million. Needless to
say, this discrepancy is the subject of
spirited debate among analysts and has
significant policy implications.

In San Joaquin County, the gap is
proportionally smaller. As of July
1, 2009, the Census estimates the
County’s population at roughly
675,000, whereas DOF estimates
691,000. The population projections
in this publication are based on
the Census estimates, as we believe
they better capture the timing and
magnitude of migration swings in
recent years.

Why the discrepancy? The biggest
difference is that Census migration
estimates are grounded in IRS tax
return data, whereas DOF relies
heavily on drivers’ license address

changes. Both data sources do not
cover the entire population and have
strengths and weaknesses.

The results of the 2010 Census will
determine which estimate was more
accurate. A similar, but smaller gap in
population estimates existed prior to
the 2000 Census, and the final count
was in the middle. If the 2010 Census
has a similar outcome, our population
projection will be revised up next year.




